
Wunderlich Family Tree

* incliciites date of birth rvhen placr:rl bi.:fore arlittc + indrr.-attrs ditc of deatlr
l0(r- Wunclcrlichs decenck:lrded fror:i tlir- towns of L)llrcrirch, Eppertsl'rilusen, ;111J f)11:hLrlg

Anccstor: .It-rhauncs Wirnderlich, a llt1, judge. (Schoci[e) in Eprp61151-liulse n ,Jurirrg
thc first thr-ee decatJcs of the 1700's. His irutlrr.rritl, \\'irs exercise.l togcrttrer r.,'itli otlrcr rrren irr
Eppertsltartscn. E.runrjnatir:rrr of the chr.rrcli trook iir Obq:rlodc:rr is still n0i:(ird tr> exlrct)y
detc't'ntirte if our ar)r'r:stor Johannes Gt:org WundeLliclr r,r,as his sou {)r crther relutjr,rr. I trelieve
he wns the secorrd son trorn in Eppertshaus(..n iind ttre er.iclcnce prorirlccl b;,the flrct th.ir tlrtr
brhy Johanttc.s Wunderljch's Grrd f.rther hecarnc Jt:hannes Cr:r_rr! Wuntlerlrq-lt's iather-it.l-li1w
provides nre',vith cnough circumstantial t:r,idence ttr rnltkc the call Lrcciiusc unfortiiniltt:ly tlre
entries conccrning his nrarliage and lhe trirth rrf Getlr-g's childrcn do not indir:iitc: uhr.r his
parents \ljetc. It is rnrlst likely thrrt Gci:rg is the JoharrnesWr,rndcrliclr boln tr) Johaltncs ririrl
Bat'bnra Scpterrl:er'6. 1693. It is ulso possiblc that rlue trr irrcomplete lecorclir)g oIrrun:c.s, in
thi.s clse rnidrllc r)ilnles, that this t))ily t)cver be dcfirritr.:ly deterniinecl. No irrlirr-matjon is given
inthcchurchbooksconr:t:rningJohun:resWundt:rlichorhiswhcreithoutstrcforcNov 5, l69l
buI ari eutry clirtcd Jan. 16, 1700 shcd.s light on this: Arrna Elizatrr:th Wund.,rlicli, ex LlrLrcrirch
appcitrs. She rvas thc baptisnl sponsor of ii clriltl Lroln in Eppcr.tshuuser:. Thc t:x is Latin ancl
indicatcs she was originally from tlrtrelai'.h, Ido no[ ku,:w hos,slrcr lits intr,r thc fiirnily tr.ee.
She coulcl Lrc thc mother, tl:e sistcr, rtr the duughtr:r of Johannes \\/unclc.rlich. t.rr. w.as othcr*,ise
rclittr:d to hinr. A Johanntrs Adanrus Wunclcrlich was thc Buptisrl sp(_)t.lsor, Llt,,,ahet in Latjn, irr
Ceruiart, Patr:n, iind to us, Gor.lparent, of Nicolaus Wunderlich. Bccauscr the chiltJ r.c:ctivcd lll
or pnrt of hi.s given nilrnc [rom this Lavabat, we ci.u) assutnr. thu[ the niirric Joirunnes cante
heforc NicolaLrs. Thus on llrtcr doc[rments wliich I ]rlve Dot seelt ht. corrld possibly app(.irr rs
Jol:itnnes Nict'rlaus Wunderlich. I will obtain firrther inforr:ratit:rr rriisse<1 thc lir.st tirrre [rr.ir:: thc
cltul'clt Lrooks in lr{ainz ar:d Dit:burg and plan to pelst.rnally, exarninc t}re Lrr.roks in
Eppertshauscn and Obeuoden. I ant rrr)cl().\ing acopy o[t]re ctrrrespontJcnct, I recievctl frorrr
thc pari.sh in Eppcrtshausen.

That's all for now,

"r John Ryan Wrrn,lerlich, Ir{arnz, June 25, l9g7 / "
0l Johanncs Wrrnderlich * birthpliice still unknr'rrvrr, pr.esumably in I'rber.uc'l.l +J.11). :8, l72j

Thc Latin wotds followirrg indicute that hc dicd surldenll, trnc!
unexl:ectedly and tncLrns that thcy didn't know tllc cliLrse of his
death, No age orotl:e inlorrrriilir,rn i-s give:rr. \[re rton't knc''rv:is;,et
who his parents were.

0l- Diirltitrit (maiden naurc is yct Llnkno\r,n) \\'underlich I Itit\,,rr ft:Lrrrcl no infc,r,rnirtion lrs yct
on her.

Thcrc ma1,he clrililren born previtlusly,. ltrc.sunrahly,in L)rlrcraclr. Nicoliius's birtlr is
the ealliest rccrrrd oI the Wundt:rlichs I har.e yet strcn.

0l-01 (Joltanncs?) Nicolaus Wunderlii:hi Nor'. 5, l69l in !p1l1:s1.\hitusell
01-02 Jr:rhanues Gcorg (Georg) WunrJc-rlich'i'Sep.6, 1693 tNor. ?6, l76l The Johrrnnc,.s

Wunderlic-hbornSep.6, l6g3hadJolrirnr:esBrrucrthefatiielt-rf Eralr{lrglirt:r}rir
(Birucr) Wunderlich. Thc nante Cec,rg docs not appr:i1r c)n the Lrirrh r:ntry,, but rhrs
is not the ouly casc of this happeniug in rr,lrich thc incliviilual r-an,iccl a midclk:

namc, thc nome he ar:tually u,cnI b5,, rvhich did not slrrtrr. up in thtr tlirth entry, but
only in thc death entty. Jrthrinnes Chlistophr:rus Wunclcrlich is srrclr iin inslanl-t:. In
his case I rva.s able to prrr\/e that it r,vus thr: sarle inclivrclurl becarrse r-rf irgc
information givcn irr the deetlr entry,



I05-01-0?- Eva Nlargarr:rha (Baucr) Wulrderlic-h *Feh. 2, .l709 +Jitrr. 17, 1763 ut ilrout)d ugefifty,, nrarLied Dcc.. 27, 1726.I.lcr p:.rrents w,cre Jt.rlianncs i:rrrcJ iUargarctl,u
(Gruberin) Bauer

106-01-0?-01 Jc:hannes WunrJcrlich + Ocr. !6, l7?g l Lrclicr,c rlris w.as tlie Jtrhlinnts \\,ilhelur
WilhelrnWunderlicli, a clcirf nrLrt€, who diecl \Iar.c:h 30, tT5g rn EpirertshAirsLr.r106-01-03-0? Joirirnnes Heinrich (Heinr.icl:) WrLrrderjich* \Iar. 4, l7.ll +Jln, g, 1777106-01-02-02- Annn Mtrria (Weber) Wundcrlich xl7_lO a Au_s. l, i7d3

106-0 i -02-02-01 Chr.istina WuncleLlich *Aug. 
7 , t.l0l

106-01-02-0?-02 Anna Chlistina Wurrder.lic[ *Ocr. I 4, 1765 tiir:ci as chiltJ
106-01-02-0?-03 lVtaria Evii \\'uncler.lich r April 3, l76g
106-01-0?-02-04 Anna Maria Wunclerlich . April ?g, 1,777
106-01-01-03 .Iolranurrs Wunclerlichx Scp. 20, l7j.l *.Mu), 5, 1747
106-01-02-0-+ Annl lvfaria Wuntjcrrlich iJu,rr., g, I7.3(;
1 06-0 1 -02-05 Christr_rphcr Wundellit-h* Ma;, 20, 1740+Jrrl;, 30, 17.17
106-01 -0?-06 Anna Justint Wunderlich rr\pril lg, i 74 i
106-01-0!-07 Mariu Elizatrctlut Wunderlicli *F..Lr. ti , 1716
106-01-02-08 Johnnnr:s Petr-us (Peter) \[,underlich birrlrrlittc, ,r.1746 in Iirprr..rtshxLrsen +Aug.

2l, tgl9inDieburg
I06-01-02-08- Ccrtrude (Staud)'Vy'uncjcrlich,iFeb Il,115(t +Juu 2S, lSl,i in [)ie Lrurr

married Jan. 22, 1792 in Eppt:rtsheusen. e

l0(:-01-0?-08-01 lrl[aria Eva Wunclcrlich,r]r{ar.6,1174 + ()ct 14, lg_15 in [)ieLrurg
l0(r-01-03-08-02 Adlrn Wuntlcrlich I +Arrg 13, 1776 irr l)ieLrur:g. occupirrion: Ack(1u.llilnr,l

(Farrntrr) date of Ceath unkno\\,t.I, prcsurrrirbly in St. Lrruis. pcr-hlps B.:rLr
Doerr tras nrore in[orntation on hirrr cr.rncer.ning his Ll S rla1,s. Iiis ]rorne
stunds (w,ith his natnc.still on tl:e outsick:) itt Steiuu,eg 40 in Dieburg, Hc
apparcntly (according to an ilccolrnt founcl in tht, city arclrivr-, as \,{.)il as Botr
Docrr's infonuation) crnigrarecl fionr Dit:burg tr: St. Louis irr IB-17.

106-0i-02-08-02- AnnaMiiriir(\lueth orMicth; WuricJeriichl nraLlir:tl Jul l-l,lgO(i
Hcr parents u,ere Nlartin Nluuth nr:d Catharirra (rnaitle n nAr)lLr Volz_ shc. u,as
fronr Was.serlt.rs 'neal'IIanitr' The \luetli (or, \{icth) l'arnily cat}tc t() t)ieburg
from Mainz-Kostheirl in 1699. I dcr not ),et kltrr\\,rr,,hcrr sl-re dietj, trr u,lrcthei
or not she rvas cvcn irlivc to conte ttr thc Lr.S in Ig47.

106-01-02-08-02-01 Anclreits (Auriew) Wuncler-lich II*April 24,lB0T work,.:cl as ir.rhoernakt:r
in Dictrurg + 1893 died in thc Tor,r,rr of \\,arrr:n, \l'irlona Cot:nt;,,
Minnesota. f)oes anyt-rnc, rin),u,here hirvl: ir photograph of hirrrr His son
[Ienry, rr)y grrrirt, gleirt grandfirt]rcr rlovetl to Illirroi.s lrorrr \\,ir.irlna, NfN
before 1867. IIe dir:d irlrrrost three clct-.a<Jcs luter.so I susprt:c,t nrerribeis of
thc farnily, descended fi'om clrildrerr u.l'io r.crnainr:d in Wi111-111x rvoultj
have one. Please lct u.s knowl

106-01-0?-08-C)2-01- ElisaLrctha (Schumann)Wr.rndcrlich +lgl0 nrarliirge Nor..32,lgl(l
l0(r-0 I -0?-08-02-01 -0 I Barbara Wuntk:rlich (Millnrirnn)r,APr:il 4, I .q 

j a
106-01-02-08-02-01-01 Jotrn Millmunn *1827 (A.Tohirnnc.s \1ill,r,,,nn rvas Lrorn on Dec.29,

1826 in Dicburg. It has not bccn proveu tlut this is the sunre inclividual
who marrjed Barbirra althtrugh it sccnrs leasona[rlr:) I chcrcketl to scc iI
the spelling Ir{ilrnann cxists todal' as shorvn in Willrarn Murtirr
Wundellich's firnrily recr,rrd fol n'lrich \\,e ciln thank {.lrj-s sp1j1.1. fiirrrill
tree. It rlocs not scr:nt [o in tl:r: Li.S. I hud rro 1:r.oltlcr:r lintling thc:
Disburg spelling Nlillrnann s,hit-'h i.s therefole 1>r'otrabl1, cor.rect.

106-01-02-08-02-01-01-01 Attgusr Miilmann +lB50
106"01-02-08-02-0 I -01"02 Wilhelrlirra lr{ilirniinn'F I 85?
l0(r-01-0?-08-02-01-01-03 Fredelick Ivlillrnann +t 854
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106-0 r -02-08-02-0 r -01 -04
I 06-0 I -02-08-02-01 -01 -05
| 06-0 I -02-08-02-0 l -0 I -0(r

r 06-0 t-01-08-01-01 -0 l -07

Katherine N'lillniiinn * 1856
Mitrgaret Millrnrrn'1'1858 lrr,cd u1 \\rinorra, l\IN
Elizribcth \lillurarrrr + I 86()
Anna lt'lillrrtlnn + 1862

10(;-01-03-08-02-01-01-08 Mary Alillrniinn *1865

106-0I -0?-08-0?-01-01 -09 Roscrtnna !lillmarrn +1,!67

106-01-0?-08-01-01-01-10 Isabella \{rllrniinn *1869

I06-01-02-08-02-01-01-l I Johrr N{illnrann *1871

106-01-02-08-02-01 -01-1 2 Itla Mrllttrrrtn'Fi875
l0(r-01 -02-08-02-01-02 Pcter Ferdinand (Ilcrdinirnrl) Wt:rttlcr Iich 'rNov I 6, 1 B3] in DicbLrrg

He livcd in St, Louis, MO
106-01-0?-08-02-01-02- Anua (Maur:r) Wunderlich * I834
106-0i-02-08-02-01-03-01 Adiuri Wuntlt:r'licli J' 185,3

106-01 -02-08-02-0 t-02-0? Jost'.pl: Wunderlich * 1862

106-01-02-08-02-01-02-03 Wilhelmina Wunderlich +186-l

I06-01-02-08-02-01-02-04 Atttta Wtrnderlich *1865

106-01 -02-08-02-0 t -02-05 Mary Wrrnclcrlit:h + I 8rj(r

I 06-0 I -01-08-02-01 -02-06 Bcntitrd WundcLlich + I 870
I 06-01-02-0S-0?-01-02-07 Frank Wttrtderlich * I877
106-01-02-08-02-0i-03 PeterWuutler'lic:lt+\lrty 11.1.837 lytrtirirrrti 11111!rsillDitrhrrrg,
l0(r-01-02-08-02-01-0.1 Atttta Mitria Wunrlerliclt*Jan 18, 1Sl8 2t:ios.ltnd l5 da;'s rn

Dieburg
106-0 l -02-08-01-01-05 Wilhelrninti Wttttclt:rliclr (Cernes)'' l8'l I

106-01-0?-08-02-01-0-5- Charlc.s Gcrnes
106-01 -02-08-02-01 -0-5-01 Julius Gcrttcr.s * I 86.5

106-01-02-08-02-01-05-0? Henry Gernes r'1867

l0(r-01-02-03-02-01-05-03 Donald Gcrnes *1869

106-0 I -02-08-02-01'05-0-1 Rudolph Cet'ttt's + 1870

106-01 -0?-08-02-01 -05-05 Frattk Gcrncs + I 87 I

106-01-02-08-0?-01-05-06 Elizabeth Gerttcs *187.l

106-01 -02-08-02-01 -05-07 Johancttc Ccrnes 'i' 1875

106-01-0?-08-02-01-05-08 William Cernes *1877

106-01 -02-08-02-01 -05-09 Isabtrlle Genes * 1879

106-0 i-02-08-02-01 -0.5- l0 Joseplt Gt:t ncs 'r' I Btil
106-0i-02-08-02-01-06 Hcrrry Wurrderlich *1843 Frottt \\/ttir-rt)t'r, \'lirltlestrtii to Illirrois tltr'rt

to Giltrtcr,Ncbraska wl:crt: hc settletl .illrJ sp!:nt the rest of l:is li[v
+1924

l0(r-01 -0?-08-01-01 -06- R..-rsattna (Fclzcr) \Vun,.Jcrlicir Y I 845

Her pirrcnts were Williarn (Wilhelur?) antl Elizuheth Fclzt'r wiro

according to W'M' wunder'lich car)le ttl' 6'''''s1i(:i1 irr '18'10

i 06-0 I -02-08-02-01-06-01 Eliz,al>eth Lotiistr \\/rrrrtierliclt (Lrtndgren) " i.\(r7
106-01 -02-08-0?-01-06-01- Johtt LttndgLeri

106-01-0?-08-02-01-06-02 John Edrt'ard Wurrcierlic'lt * 1868 born in lllrttois, l'urtriecl irt

Giltner, NE
106-01-0?-08-02-01-06-02- Juliir l\{anion +19+3 mlrt'ied April 11, 189-r irr NeLrltiska

106-01-0?-0S-02-01-0Cr-02-01 lvfarie (W) Croxcn (I do tlot krturt' tlit'. triltlr ottler of lVlarie

and CYril)
106-0 I -03-08-01-01 -06-02-01 - ? Croxen
I 06-0 I -0?-08-0?-0 I -06-0?-0 1-0 I Jattrcs Croxen
I06-O I -02-08-0?-O t-06-02-01 -02 Iiugcttt: Cr,rxetl
106-01 -0?-08-02-01 -06"02-01 -03 a sott? killed in W.W.II']
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I 06-01 -0?-08-0?-0 l-06-02-01-0.1 a daughter?
106-0 I -02-08-01-01-06-0?-01 -05 a darrghter 7

106-01-02-08-0?"01-06-02-02 Cyril Henry E'nntlerljch *Jirrr. 16, 189.1 +Oct..l, 1956 Livt:d rrr

Giltncr then Ansclnro thcn L.A I)ie.J in Nortlr Ilolll,r'"uoil,
CA

i06-01 -0?-08-0?-01-06-02-02- Mnry Leunota (Kiine)\\'urtclt:rlichr' Aug. 8. I 8(.t() in Tr'inrhle,
NE +Jun. 18, 1978 in Orangr: Cirunt;,, CA rrrirrrie.l 1916.

-=, Sister of Lerra (Klinc) \\'underliclt rvho u'as rr:arricd to
' Williurl Martin \\/underlich.

106-0I'-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-01 Leo Wundt:rlich * Fcb.6, l9l7 in Ciltncr, NE +1985 iri
San Jose, CA

I 06-01-02-08 -02-01 -06-02-02-01 - Murgaritc
106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-02-02-01-01 Donna Wunclcrrlich
106-0 l -02-08-02-01-06-02-0?-0 i -02 Jatttrrs Wirntlellich
I 06-0 1-02-08-02-01 -06-02-02-01 -03 Artnettt'. Wunder lich
106-01 -02-08-02"01 -06-02-02-0? GIcn Wunderlich *April ?7 , l.() l8 + i\{rty ?4, 1997
106-0 I -0:,-08-02-01 -06-02-02-0?- Nornia
I06-01-0?-08-02-01-06-02-07-O?-Ol PaulWundr:rlicir * 19.13 + Jan. 13, 1992 lived in Santa

t06-01-03-0s-01-01-06-02-02-02-02 ffliii'r::irtich (I am nor sure of Alan ancl Alice's
birth order

106-0?-0?-08-02-01-06-02-02-02-03 Alice Wurtderlich
106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-02-02-03 Cllrrence \\'unclt:r'lich +Fel:. 3, i920 + Fcrh. :3, 1996
106-0 I -02-08-02-0 I -06-02-02-03- Nlaryorit:
I06-01-0?-08-02-0I -06-02'02-0-j-01 Sarrrly
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-0,1 Virgrnia (W) Buily+ Ircb, 4, 192? + Irlalcli ,19, 198-5 lived

in the San Ircrnando Valley.
106-01-02-0r]-02-01-06-02-02-01- Ed Daily
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-03-02-04-0.l Daniel Barly (I arr not surc of birth order)
I06-01-0?-08-02-0I -06-02-0?-0-t-02 Christine
106-0I -02-08-02-01"06-02-0?-04-03 Donald
I06-01-02-08-02-01-06-0?-02-05 Henry Joseph Wunderlich *Oct. 5, 1923 in Ciltncr NE

+Junc I2, l995 livt:d in Plucerlille, CA
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-t)5- Mar5,(Beatus)Wunderlich *1930 +lt)93 dir,orccd 1972
106-0i-02-08-0?-01-06-02-02-05-01 Micirar:l Gary \\/unclcr'lictr'r'1951
1 06-0 l -02-08-02-0 I -06-02-02-05-02 Patricia L1'nn Wurrder'l ich * I 953
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-05-03 John R1,an Wunder'lic:l: +195(i

I 06-01-0?-08-02-01-06-0?-01-05-04 Janet Ka1' Wunderlicli *i957
106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-02-02-05-05 Tcrcsa lr{arie Wunck:rlich * I 958
106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-02-02-05-06 Joseph Nrril Wuncler'lir:lr +1959

10(r-01-0?-08-02-01-06-02-02-05-07 Melanie Suc Wunderlicli * 1980 rrrorher is.(Judy,
Minor Bcrg)

106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-06 Jerry Wunclerljch *Aug. 18, 1915 lrvcs in Noirlr
Hollywood, CA

106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-0?-02-07 Thcresu(\[,)Porvelt andlatcrWynn*Aug.3t, t92g
106-01-02-08-02-01 -06-02-A2-07- Jolrn Porvell (divorcetl in t960's)
106-01 -0?-08-02-01 -06-02-02-A7 - Gcorge Wynrr
106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-03-02-07-01 Tracy Powcll +..,. 1958+c,t965
106-01-0?-08-02-0t-06.0?-02-07-0? Mark Powell (l anr not suLc trf I\Iark ancl Eric's birtlr
106-01 -0?-08-02-01 -0(:-02-02-07-03 Eric Powc'1, ordcr)
l0C:-02-02-08-0:,-0 I -0(i-02-02-07-04 Kelly Powe ll
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-0?-02-08 Francis Wunderlich *Si:p. 15, l9Z7

/



106-01-0?-08-02-01-06-02"02-08- Margarer (Marge) Wurrdcr-tich (Bcur.tlslc),)
106-01 -02-08-02-01 -06-02-02"08-01 Robcrr J. Wunderlich * 19.5 I

I06-01-0?-08-02-01-06-0?-0?-0E-02 Julie A. Wundcrtictr,l, 195.1
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02"02-08-03 Wiilianr A. WundelLct: "1955
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-08-04 Dianc: MlrieWun<ierlic:h "1956
106-0t-0?"08-0?-01-06-02-02-08-05 Linda Loui.sc Wunclc.rlich,r 1959
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-03-06 Rictrard Francis Wunrierlictr *t061
106-01 -02-08-02-01 "06-0?-02-08-07 Thonras Cyrit \\/unctt:rtich', lr6l
106-0i-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-08-08 Stcven Car.l Wunrterlich *1966
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-0?-09 Murtin \\rrrnderlich *Dc,c. ?3, lgSl
106-01 -02-08-02-01 -06-02-02-09- Elelrnor \vuntlerlic:h (Cur:rrii)
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-09-01 Michele Wunctcrtich *1961

106-01-0?-08-02-01 -06-02-02-09-02 Kalcn Wunderlich * I 962
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-02-02-09-0-3 Suzlnne \\,unclcrlich +I96-t
106-01-0?-08-03-01-06"02-02-09-04 Jill Wunderlich * t96.5
106-01-02-08-02-01 -06-0-l Frirnk Andrew Wurrclerlich * 1869
106-01-0?-08-0?-01-06-04 Elcnorir Catherine (W) Wanek *1871
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-04- Challcs Wanek
106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-05 Chlrles Henry Wunder.lich *1873

106-0 I -02-08-02-01 -06-06 Gcorgc Lt:t)nard Wunclcrlich d, I U7i
I06-01 -02-08-02-01-06-06- Sadie (Nesbit) Wunrlerlich * I 87ti
106-0t-02-08-02-01-06-07 Willirrnr Murtin Wunclcrlich *1877 lrvccl irr Hasrings, NE
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07- Lenn (Klinrr) Wunder'lich lsister of \4aly,Lc:nora (Klinc)

Wunderlich), Lena (KIirre) \Vundcrlich's ilnd Mury L(.onor.r
(Klinc) Wttrtderlich's fathcr was Jotrn KIinc bt'rrn 1848 in
Randolph, Portitgc County, Oirio. Their ntothcr w'as Bertl:a

(Horschler) Klinrr Lrorn Sep, I I, 1856 in Mount Pulaski, I,ogau
Cottnty, IL. John Klinc's lather w'as Johannes Klein Lrorn in Hesse
Darmstadt, Gcrmany There is a Johariries Klt:in listed a.s having
emigrated from llcssc Darrri.stadt to North Arlerica in 1840.

106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-07-01 Hilda IrlaLir: (Sr Iruina) Wundtrrlic:h 'F l9(12
I06-01-0?-08-02-01-06-07-02 Lconiird Josc-ph Wunderlic-h,* 1904
I 0(r-0 I -0? -08 -02-0 I -06-07-02- Br.:rnic:rr (Ir{u<ld o.r) Wu nderl i c h
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-02-01 Jane []inor (Wr.rncierlich) Cc,rriker tl!)lt]
I 06-01-02-08-02-01 -06-07-02-0 l- Russ Corrikc.r
I06-0I-02-08-02-0I'06-07-02-02 Mary Louise (Wunde.rliclr) Scr.rlieltl',I!)-10
106-0 1-02-08-02-01-06-07.02-02- Bill Scofic'ld
I06-01-0?-08-02-01 -06-07-03 Bcrnarcl Hugo Wundcrlich + L06
106-01 -0?-08-02-01-06-07-03- Thehna (Mass ) Wurrrlerlicl:
I06-01-0?-08-02-01-06-07-03-0 t Rohert Otto Wunderlich ,r, 1940
106-0 I -0?-08-02-01 -06-07-03-01- Thcrt'sr Wunde llich
106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-07-03-02 Patlicra Wrrrrderlictr * 1943
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-03-02 Jrrlrrr'/ Wundcr'lich
106"01-02-08-02-01-06-07-03-03 Wiliiani ll{rrrtin Wunclcrlich II'r, 1946
106-01 -02-08-02-0 I -06-07-03-03- Norrna Wunderlich
106'01-02-08-02-01-06-07-03-04 Joseph Lco Wundcllich *11)5 I
106-0 l -0?-08-0?-0 l-06-07-03-04- Sherry Wunderlich
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-03-05 Malia Ann (Wundcrliclr) Lloyds "1952
I 06-01 -0?-08-02-0 l-06-07"01-o5-/ R, C. Lloyd,s
106-01-02-0S-02-01-06-07-0.1 i/ircnccs Antt.stasia (Wur:cle;lich) Irrunsscp * I 908
106-01-0?-08-02-01-06-07-04- Edwarct W, Fr.ansscn



106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-04-01 Dcrnadette Fransscn +1928

106-0 I -02-08-02-01-06-07-0.1-02 Jim Frans.scn + 
1 929

106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-07-04-03 Bob Franssen *1930
106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-07-04-04 Geraldinc Fransseu * t93Z
106-01-02-08-02-01 -06-07-04-05 Gcrry Franssen 'F 1933
106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-07-04-06 Paul Fransscn +1935

106-01-02-08-02-01 -06-07-04-07 Marci Frausseu *1937

106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-04-08 Carol Fransscrn *1939
106-01-02-08-02-0l-06-07-04-09 Cirroll,p Fransscn *1939
106-0 I -02-08-02-01 -06-07-04- l0 Rolly Frans.sen * 1942
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-04- l I lv{atry Frances (Honie) Frirnsserr * 1943
I 06-01 -02-08-02-01 -06-07-04- 12 Jacob John Fransseu * 1945
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-0.1-13 f)an Frirnsscn *1947

106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-04-13- Ruttr Franssen
106-01 -02-08-02-01-06-07-04- l4 Susan l?ranssen * I 950
I 06-01-02-08-02-01 -06-07-04- I 5 Edwarcl Fransscn * I95 I
I 06 -0 I -02-08-02 -0 I -06-07 -0 a- I 6 rzThomas Hcrrnirrr n Frans sc n I 950
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-05 Margriret Louise (Wundc'rlich) Ryan l9l I

I 06-01 -02-08-02-01 -06-07-05- Iohn P. (Jack) Ryun
105-01 -0?-08-02-01-06-07-05-01 * Mary Jt-r Ryan
I 06-0 l -02-08-02-0 I -06-07-06 lGl.n Laurcna flVunclcrlich) Wagner * l9 l3
t 06-01 -02-08-02-01-06-07-06- Mark Wagnt:r
I 06-0 I -02-08-02-0 t-06-07-06-0 I Donakl Wagncr * 1937
I 06-0 I -02-08-02-0 I -06-07-06-02 Jauicc Irune (Wagner) Wriklc + I 938
I 06-0 I -02-08-02-0 I -06-07-06-02-8ill Wakle
106-0 I -03-08-02-01-06-07-06-03 lvlargarr:t Jo Wakle * 19.+0
I06-01 -02-08-02-0t-06-07-06-04 Mary Helen (Wagncr) Gcorge + I1)49
I 06-0 I -02-08-02-01-06-07-06-04- Todd Ceorgc
106-0 l -02-08-02-0 I -06-07-06-05 Thonrirs Charlcs Wagnrrr * I 940
106-0 l -0?-08-02-0 I -06-07-06-05- Darlc.nc Wagner
I06-0 I-02-08-02-0I-06-07-O7 t/tr aymond Antlony Wunderlich t I9 I 6
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-07- Irene (L'hcueriux) Wuncl;rlich
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-07-01 Jean Wundcrlich *1939
106-0 I -02-08-02-01-06-07-01 -0? Sandrrr Wunderliclt *1942
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07.07-03 Evu Jo Wunclcrlich {'1944

106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-07-04 Ruth Ann Wuudcrlich + 1948
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-07-05 Kay Lcc Wunderlich ttg4g
106-01 -02-08-02-01 -06-07-07-06 Lconerrd Ceorgc Wurnderlich * 1954
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-08 Joseph Danicl Wunderlich * t 9I 8
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-08- Margarer (Neseth) Wunderlich
106-01-02-08-02-01 -06-07-08-01 * lr{ike Wuncterticli * t956
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-08-02* John Wurrderlictr *1956
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-09 John Heury (Jack) Wur:derlich +1921

106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-09- Beatrice (Doer.r) Wurrcterlich
106-01 -02-08-02-01.06-07-09-01 Donna Mae Wunctcrlich,',1943
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-09-02 Annctte Wundtrrlictr *1946
106-0 I -02-08-02-01 -06-07-09-03 Thcodor (Te d) Wurntlerlicl.r + I 947
106-01-02-08-02.01-06-07-09-04 Linda Ann Wundcrlich *1949
106-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-09-05 Thornas Murray Wunderlich *1955
I 06-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-09-06 Perer Janrcs Wuudertich * I 9.s9
I06-01-02-08-02-01-06-07-09-07 Anthonl, Wunclortictr *1960
106-01-02-08-0?-01-06-07-09-08 Nancy Alma Wuntlerlich *196?
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106-01-0?-08-0?-01-06-08 Rudoiph Wunderliclt +1879
106-01-02-08-02-01-0(r-08- Estt:lltl (\Ienzie) Wunderlich
106-0 t -02-08-0?-01-06-09 Edith Mary (Wunrlerlich) Sr:traier i i 88 I

106-01-02-08"02-01-06-09- Ottu Schaler
106-0 t-0?-08-0?-01-06-10 Jeanetter Lcoani Wuutlcrlir:h * 18S I

106-01-02-08-02-01-07 Martin Wundcrlich *I845 lived at Crand Isliirrd, \E
106-01 -0?-08-02-01-07- Mary (.Shuster) \Yunderlich r l85l
106-01 -02-08-02-01-08 Malgirrct Wunrierliclr * I 850
106-01 -02-08-02-01-09 Adarn \\rundcrlich + I 852 livtrd at Winona, MN
106-01 -02-08-02-01-09- Ceceliir (Strbec) Wuncltrlich * 1852
106-01-0?-08-0?-01-09-0 [ Edrvard Wurrderlich , 187?
106"0 I -02-08-02-01-09-02 Franr.es Wunderlicir + I 879
106-0I-02-Q8-02-01-09-03 JohnWuutlc:rlicli r'1880

106-01-02-08-02-01-09-04 CarlWunderlich *1881

106-01 -02-08-0?-01-09-0-5 Adelaide Wur:dtrrlicrh'! I 882
106-01-02-08-02-01-09-06 Alphonse Wunderlich * I885
'10(r-0 1-0?-08-02-01 -09-07 Leo Wundt:rJich * 1887
106-0 I -02-08-02-01-09-08 Cecelia Wundcliich * 1 8110

106-01-02'08-02-01 -09-09 Rudoph Wunderlich * 189-1

106-01-02-08-0?-02 EiisahethaWunderhclt rNov 5,18()8 +Aug.5. 1S80 in Die'ourg
106-01-02-08-02-03 Adarn Fricclrich \\rLrnderlich (II) rAug !8, l8l0
106-01 -02-08-02-0-l Crtttrarinu Wr;ntJerfic]roScp 27, I 8 l2
106-01-0?-08-02-05 PeterWunclcrliclt +Jun 18, 1814 in Dicburg, died as a child?
106-01 -0?-08-02-06 Jacobus Wunderlich *Scp 28, I B I 6

106-01'0?-08-02-07 lvtartinus Adrrllr Wunderlich (sixth son)+Ja;i 15, l8l8 +Jun 27, ltllli in
Dieburg

106-01-02-08-02-08 Certnrclis Wurrderlich *Jan 16, l8l9 +J;lr 33, l8l4 irr t)iehrrrg
l0(r-01-02-08-0?-09 AnnuMuria (Wundcrlich) Doerr*Dcc 29, l82l ltr St. Louis 1847
106-0t-02-08-02-09- 0[ Attna Muria Wunderlit:lr *Dcc. I4, 1843 in Dir:irurg 27 dli;,s old

(illegitimate) only cntry was ulade itl
thc pari.sh death book, No posting \vii.\ nrude in thg'pirrish hirth botrk

106-01 -0?-08-02-09- Peter Joseirh Docrr rnirrlieri in St. Louis RC: I 848
106-01 -02-08-02-09-0? Alfrcd J. Doerr
106-0 t -02-08-0?-09-02-Emi lie (Wanglcr) Doerr
106-0 i -0?"08-02-09-02-01 Robcrr Doerl bdoelr@urrrr eclir

106-0 I -0?-08-02-09-02-02 Er.rgene f)or'rr
106-01 -02-08-02- l0 lv{artirlus Wut)dcrlich *Mar 7, 182-t
l0(r-01-02-08-02-ll Pctcr Wunderlich (lI) *Dr.:r: 1, 1826
106-01-0?-08-02-14 Ferdinantl Aniircas Wunderlich +llll1, 6, 1829
I0(r-01-02-08-03 Catharirra Wunderlich *Jan 9, 1779 +Jun 23, 1828 in Dir:burg
106-01-02-08-04 Murgaletha Wtrndellich *Jan I l, I 782 +Fctr 28, I 785 in Drctrurg
106-01-02-08-05 Gcrtrude Wunderlich *Jiln ?,1786 +z\pril 10, lSlT in l-)ieLrulg
106-01-0?-08.06 Peter\Yundc:rlich (Il *Aprit 24, 1789 +Nov 15, 1,t64 rn Dicburrg
106-01 -02-08-05- Anna Maria (Gans)
106-0 I -0?-08-06-01 unkntlwn (I rlr.rst scarch the Dir..bsrrg Lrooks again)
106,"01-0?-08-06-02 CittharinaWuntlcrlich I'Dec. l, 1820 + Feb I, t.\2+ in Dir.Lrurg
106-01 -02-08-06-03 Elisahetha \\runrlerlit:htDec: 17, 1822
106-01-0?-08-06-03-01 Adarn Wunderlich + April, 18, 1848 irr l)iebuLg 6 weeks olcl,

illegitimatc, father unknowrt, orily' rt:r:c'rrd is in dr:ath buok.
106-01 -02-08-06-04 Cathurina Wundcrlich'EJun 20,1825
IO(r-01-02-08-06-05 PcterAdarl Wunclcrlic:h *Dq.c.31, lttzlJ + Aug 19, lu3l rn Dit:burg
106-01-02-08-06-06 Aclam Wundcrlich +Mar ?9, 1830
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106-01-03-08-0(:-07 BarbaraWunrlerljch *Jul1, 15, l8l2 + Jul 16, l,3i-l rn Dicbr.rrg
I 06-0 I -01"08-06-08 unkntrrvrr
106-0 I -02-08-06-09 Pctc,r Jan 30, 1837
I 06-01-0?-08-07 Anilreas Wundc:rliclr I 'i'Jiur 3 I . I 792 ()ccupation Btker
106-01 -02-08-07- Catharinr (Fiscire r)
106-0 I -02-08-07-01 Anna lrt[:iriir \\/underlich *Nov .j0, I8]2
106-01 -02-08-07-02 Cathurina Wunck:r'lich'tMu) 23, i82-5
l0(r-01-02-08-07-03 PctcrJoseph Wuridellit:h *Jul 12, l8?7 * r\ug 8, l8lJ7 in Dichurg
106-01-03 Anrtir \4aril Wundellich *N{iiy 9, 1796 in Epprrtshausel)
106-01 -03- Joharines Schaff married January 29, 171 3 in [p;rcr(shiiusen
106-01-04 Joltattttr:s Adunrus WuntJeLIich'f 1698 + January 1.1, 175.1 in [ppt:rtshuusel]
106-01-04- Eva
106-01-04-01 AnnaMugarctltiiWunciellic:h +Apul 28, l7l.i in Epl.rcrtshAuscrn
106-01-04-02 iVttrrgarethuWunder'lich *Icbruar1,.24,17l9 in Eppertslrausen
106-0 1 '04-03 Jnhannes Pc:tcr Wunderlich *May' 16 112? in Eppe rtsl)AusL'n
106-01-0-l'0-l Johannes Petel Wunclcrlich 1'Octotrer 10, 1725 in Eppertshauscr)
106-01-0.1-05 Aunn MrtritWunderlich* Febnrary 4, I72,3 I Lrelicvc slrr: is the Annr.r IVIariii

Wurrderlich who crnigratccl to Rr-r.ssia ri,itl: ltcr tiush:urd. l\lorc ort tlris ut rr lafcl
date.

I06-01-05 Attna Margarethtr OVundcrlicir) Mueller *\tarcir ?1,1701
106-01-05- Johannes Lct-rnard Mueller marriccl Fchruarv, l, 1723
106-0 i-06 Evit Miir ia (Wunclcrlich) Ivlueller ilOl--toLrt:r' 7, 1703
106-01-06- Johirnn Peter N{ueilcr nrarricti April 30, 1726
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Wunderlich Family Trcc: Wunderlichs Descencled From Family
Originating in Urberach, Eppertshausen, and Dieburg, State oi

Hessen, Germany

Information Concerning Locations of Towrm, Church Books, etc. in
Germany

Urberuch, Eppettshauscn, and neighboring Diebury bclonged &r Catholic Krrrnrainz until l g03
and thcn canre to the Luthcran Duke (Herzog) of Darmstiidt, I{c'ssc. priou to 1750
Eppertshauscn was part of the pnrish in Muerrster ( I nrilc frorn Dieburg). The ctiurch lrook for
Mucnster before 1750 is locirted in the archdioccse's archivc in Mtinz.. The actclrcss i.:
Heringsbnrnnr)ngas.se 4, 551l5 Mainz. This is in thc Bischoefliches Orclinariat. Dieburg is
situated 7 or 8 nrilcs cast o[Duunstadt on thc rail line connccting Mitinz, Dalnistrrtlt, und
Ascltoffcnburg, irnd is roughly 25 nrilcs lrom Frankfurt/]Vlain Airport, ancl Rheirr-l\{lrin Air
Force Buse. To gct thcre by train frorn thc Frankfurt Airport -it ariyone is intcrcstt.cl - take the
escalators to the truins (DB Dcutsche Bahn) and boirrcl a train either for Asshuflentrurg
(towards Wuerzburg) or for Darmstadt. Gut ol'f tlie tri.rin in cirl,rcr Aschuffentllrg, or Dirnrstaclt
and gct r:n the trairr torvards (hc rown you didu't hcad for. Cet off at Dicburg - that sinrplc.
Dieburg is served by just ahout hourly train scrvice frorn carly nrt:rning rrntil around 9:OO p.U.
Buy your ticket in thc train station before boarcling any trilir.l in tlie Frankfurt, I\ferinz,
Dalnrstaclt rrea hecuuse uulike othcrwisc in Gerurany thcrc is a DM 60 fine for not huving a
valid ticket in posscssion whEn the conductor checks tickets. Thc churctr book for Dic:hury is
itt thc parish office therc at St. Pete.r and Paul Carholic Church. Eppr.:rtshiiusen is two stops
away frour Dicburg on the train linc bctrvcen Dieburg ancl Offcrrbactr (just cast ol'Frankfirrt).
Urberach is nearby. Thc church book for Eppcrtshausen after 1750 is ar rhe parish officc of
St. Scbastian. The address is Katholisches Pfarrarnt, Schul.strasse 2, 64859 Eppertstiuuscn.

The churclt book in which our Wunclcrlich line ( ie. thosc who lived in Urbcrach) i.s carlied
bcfore l69l is the olclcst church book of thc parish of Oberrodcn to which l"lrberach bclongetl
until rbout 1843. Accorcling trl ahistory of Urbcrach written by aJoscphinc. Wunclerlich aricl
published in Dicburg in 1936 tirberach hird u surviving popuhtiun of l4 and Obcrroden 24 in
1636. Her history of Urbcrach is located in thc state arrchive in Dann.sradt. I have rcacl it as it is
not vcry long. With such a small population renraining in (Irtrerach at that tirne it i.s not
inrprohablcr that our ancestols could lravc moved tlrere aftcr this wnr u,hich was for thc
Cermans (cspecially for thosc in this trrea) far nrorc dcvasruting than W.W,II. Tu,o tJiilcls of
the population of Gcrmany died in that long irgo war aud an L-.vcn a lurger perccntirgtr irr this
area. Thc oldest church book for Obt,rroderr begins in 1636, that is l2 ycars befure thc c.ncl of
the Thirty Years War. The book was long listcd- until lg93- as having heen destrr:ycd in a
bouibing ririd t>n Darrnstadt during World Wal II. Archive materials 6ad bccn storid in truck.s
frrr trunsport to thc .sccurity of caves iu thc ncar-by Odenwalcl, and which werc sriil parkecl on
thc .street in f)armstadt whcn the bornbing occrrrccl and were destroyc.d, (For this reasot) ttrc
archive ruatcrials corrcerning emigrants fronr He.sse Danr:stadt- am(nrg [lar]y otlrtrr historicat
archivc documents- werc dcstroyed. Tlierefore only inconrplctc ancl trx).\tly sketchy
information is available.)

The church book for Oberroden, in which the records for the periocl oui Wunclerlich arrcc.stors
lived in Urbcrach wcre recorded, suclclcnly reappear.cd in 1993. Appcarently srlnreonc hacl
takcn it and when that pcrs<>n died the book wac anotlymously returnecl. This book has t)r)vL:r
becn photographed in thc opinion of diocese archivist.s in Mainz- not hy the Carholic Ctrurclr,
nor by the Lf)S (Mornron) Church. In fact il wolruul at the arclrdioccse *rchive has a.sked me
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to lct thc.nr know if it rcally does still exist. Unfrrrtunatcly I must now tvitit six week to view it
because it is ctrrrcntly in storagc bccause of a parish renovation acct>rding to thc rvt)rrrln I
talkcd with ou the phonc at the parish. Thc address whcrc rhis book is located is Ptarranrt St.
Nazarius Obcr-Roden, Pfarrstrrrsse 6, 61322 Rocdernrark. I anr inclirding this inforuration
about the location of the church books for the record. I will record thc rClevant infrrrnration,
These parishes arc not prepared for nrany inguiries. If .sonrcorre shoulct visit it shoukln'r be a
problem te arrange to vicw the books. Thc hours lhe archivc in Mainz is opc.n for visitors is
from Mondrry to FLiday frour 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p,rn. ar:rl on Mondirys and Wcdncsdays tionr
l:00 to 5:00 p.nt. The parish officc iin Dioburg is opcn Monday to Friclay [r;rn 8:00 A,rn. r()
12:00 p.m. ancl fiorn Monday to Thursday from 2:00 p.rn. to 5:00 p.m. f)on't cxpect to bc ablc
to read thc book.s, even tf yon know Gcrnran, unless you ci\n leud the old Gerruan
handwriting.

Wunderlich.s fronr Urberach to Eppcrtsh:lu.sen about 1690. Oberoden is onc more train stop
north of Dieburg fronr Epperthausen. tlrbcrach is one or two train stops rvcst of Oberroclen.
To gct to Urherach by train from Dieburg or Eppcrtshitusen, you lnust change trains in
Oberoden. Rocdcrmark is next door to Obcrrodeu. Wundcrlichs fronr Dicburg (nroved t)'orrr
Eppt:rtshausen to Dicburg 1116) presurnably Adarn Wundcrlir'.h I iirrd II to Saint Louis in
I847. Andrcas Wunde rlich II prcsunrably to Saint Louis in 1840 and thcn lirter lo Mir:ncsotir.
It appears that Andrtrirs werrt to North Arncrica alone iu January of 1832, dcpartirrg ju.st 8 or
ninc months after urarrying. He retr.rnred to Dicburg within a couph: of years rvhere hc and lris
wife Anna l\tlaria had two ruorc chilclrcn who did not survive to depart with thc fitrnily for
North Aruerica. Thc large farnily houre of Aclam Wunderlich I still exists and is a private
residcncc. It stands at Steinwcg 40. it centur ies old strcct leucling directly into the heart of
town. The housc is constructed in the traditionrrl half-tin:bcrcd Gcrrnan fashion, Thc
nuutbcring systenl after the last nante tvas used in Gcrrnany to riistinguislr individu:.rls rvith the
sanre first irnd lust name fronr ortc ilnothcr, at least in official rlocuments, and nr:t necessarily
to di.stinguish individtrals who descend frorrt one anothcr. Thc t:lder inclividual rc'.cciverl the
lowcr nunrlrer'. I am still rtrrt entirely sure how this worked. Ancr'.stors rvho died in Dichurg
woulcl hitve heen buried in thc old cemetery behind the Wallfahrts Church, This is no lotrger
maintained as & ccmetery, and in fact tltcrc are alr::ost no l'rcrrdstones, and nonc which are of
our flnccstors although they were lndeecl buried thcre. The practicc in Gcnrrany is to rctuove
the headstonc aftcr about ttrirty ycars to rcuse the gravc. Wheri a cetnetcry is no krnger uscd
for that purpose, it is normrrlly used for othcr purposes. Thc old cernetery in Eppcrtslrausen is
a playground. Sonre of the othcr fanrily names that appear in the Mucnstcr church book are o[
general interest. Thc lamily narne Grirnnl appears. Thc Brotlrers Crinun Iivcd in not so thr
away Hanru in the 19th ccntury.The nome lvtcssersclrnridt- rc:nrr.,rnher the airplanc builclers-
also appcars. In both carses I belicvc thc fanrilies livccl in Muerrster
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The Wunderlichs of Dieburg

I'd like to apologize for taking so much tiure to send altug thc infornration I
have so far uncovered conccming our fanrily tree at its Gerrnan roots in
PiEburS. I stepped off #the train in Dieburg for the first rirne on Easter
Saturday (I have been through there on the train many timcs trefore but hlrvc
always retnained inside thc train not knowing its significance tt> our ftrmily's
backgrrlund. The countryside there is flat, and to be frank I hact always founcl
thc landscape in which it lies (bctween Aschaffenburg and Mainz.) monotonous
and boring in comparison to other tnore mountainous and forcstccl regions.
Once I discmbarked from the train aud began rvalking into the town, I bcgan to
see the old half-timbcred houres and builtlings (FachrverHracuser) whictr mrlke
up a significant, interesting, and very attractivc piut of the olcl town. Most of the
bttilclings havc hcavy ceramic tile roofs (typicat for Gcnlany) but a few have
slate roofs and eveu exterior walls utilyzing slate. Dieburg lics in lowlands
between thc,h4ain and Rhine Rivers and is thus in onc of the rvarnrer aucl flatter
regions of Germany.

Aftcr about 20 to 25 rninutes of walking around the central part of the old tora,n
I stumhlcd tuonjte"hc'nse o[ aD,y'<lam Wund.g-rlic'h from l8l0, on a strcct
named Steinweg at house nunrbered 40. Although at that mourent I had ncvcr.
heard of Adaur Wunderlich and only suspected that Andrew rnay have bcen
rcally nanred Andreas, sornehow the housc had the right fee'l to it and I fett thcn
and therc that the house was probably that of a dircct ance.stor who hacl hacl a
large family. (Ancl bcfore I returned to Dicburg on a secc:ncl trip I went l.o the
statc archive in Darmstaclt where I soon confirurecl nry hunch.) A little later I
walked to thc oldest Catholic Church in town, which is known as known as the
W(thePi1grirnageChurc}:)datingttrl"hc1.1tIrcentury,antl
through thc old town.This church is not the parislr ctrurch our &llccstors were
becn members of and it is not a parish church. It wa.s forrncrly of the lonncr
Capuchin Monitstcry (Kapuziner Klostcr) across thc street ancl rvhich is now a
jail, Frour there I walked past the parish clrurch (St. Peter and Paul) which is
unfortunately a uewcotner. It was built in 1893 to rcplace the rlld pirrish church
from the 14th century which had become to small ftrr a growing congregation.
They unfortunately tore down thc old church to rcbuild on the s0u1e site. It is in
the couunercial centcr of the town which is mostly coluplctely restored to
shining glory, (I would guess thc town is probably in bettcr shape now than it
ever was).

At Steinwcg 40 I founcl a rather large house, of two stories rvith an L sherpc, aucl
with a section extcnding from the house overhanging the en[rance to a siclc yarcl
and bearing the words: Adanr Wtrndcrlich renovicrt I 810, u,trich rrcalts
renovatcd 1810. The house is a half-timbercd structurc which is probabty under
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the protcction of historic preservation (Denknrarlschutz) along witlr the rtthcr
houses on thc strcct. Frau Ernslander has bccn insicle the lrt>uscr ancl said that the
housc was on a large parcel and that the barn was lonr down sornetime aftcr
World Wal II. This house belonged to our ancestor; A Wunderlich a l'anttc:r
trorn in 1116, who apparcntly ft-rllou,ecl hi .s childrcn to Arnerica in 18-17 at the
age of 71. Frau Emslander says there tvas another Wunclcrlich house in town, a

suraller half-timbered structurc rvhich rva.s torn clown in the 1970s. It may still
exist after a fashion. She says that it was taken apirrt and moved to ttre Frcilicht
(Free light) Mr"rseurn in Neu-Anspach (near Frankfurt) in the Tuunus
Mountains. I called the museuru to hear the man who ansrvered the tclephone
say thitt hc wasn't aware of a Wundcrlich house. or a house fronr Diehurg. But
he did say they hirve half-tirubered houses in storage, rvaiting lbr the day
enough luoncy is available to reconstruct thern as part of the nluseunr which
depic:ts life of earlier times. It is indeed quite possible that htlrr.se is in storage.

Conccming the neighbor-hood Adam Wunderlich's olcl l:t-luse sits iu. I have read
that Steinweg was originally considcrcd a sellrtrate con:munity fronr Dicburg
and suffered more than the other sections of Dieburg during thc 30 Years War.
That war, 1618-1648 devastatcd Ccrmany and lcft Dieburg witlr an cstiurated
population of soruc 500 survivors frorn au original ptlpulation of abont 1800.
Steinlvcg lay outside of the city wall. The Wurrdcrlichs, that is Peter Wunderlich
and fantily, cilrllc to Dieburg in 1776 from Eppertshausen, a suraller town not
far to thc north. A family indcx in the old church books indicates thc year a
family came to Dieburg. Although thc town successfully repelled some attitcks
successfully where othcr towns in the area largely failed, thc war left Ilieburg
largely destroye.d. {W!.A!g, anil crnpty. Dieburg did not regain its preu,ar
population for another 150 years, that is until the beginning of the l gth ccntury.
For this rcason I believe the house was probably built after thcr final
devestation,s of that war, and that irny gelteological rcscarch nray becr:nrc futile
if a break iu the chtrin occurs in the church books of that timc which wotrlcl
r:rake tlte identification of our direct lineage inrpr:ssible. But 1>erhaps u,e'll be
lrrcky and be able ttl tracc the lineage to bcfcrre the 30 Yeurs War. Much bcfore
the rvor - how long before I cln't soy, it could bc up to 300 ycars carlier - 1leo1.,lu
would have only carricd personal names und not farnily nanles.

A brief mcntion of history hsrc, tlre site rrf l"riehurg wqs a_R.crr:rqrl Eorder
settlcurgnL the first nrention of f)ieburg is in the l2th century. Dicburg was
ruled by the Kurfurst, thc Prince Bishop and Electt'rr of Mainz frorn l3l0 until
scculariz.atlon ir: 1803 rvhen Napolcon claimcd the left birnk of the Rhir:c for
France, forcing the Kurfurst to rclocate to Ast:hal'fenhnrg. This Arr:hbishop
wielcled both cclesiastical and secular powerover his subjects, he was also one
of the princes who voted for the Ccunan Kaiscrs of the IIoly Rorrran Empire of
thc Gerrnan Natiorr. Dieburg was significantly affccte.d by thc Napoleanic wars
and rvas often forccd to quarter ancl supply,Frcnch ancl thcir allied Ru.ssiarr
troops, This period rlf upheavel lustcd until 1815. Mainz, tlrat is the Princc
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Bishop, wats noncthcless strippecl of holdings east of the Rhinc River, attd hencc

Dicburg callle trr the Couttt who ruled Hesse- Darurstaclt and had alrcady r"uled

rnost of thc area near Diehtrrg, He and his cottrt wete Lutheratt, attd altht-rugh he

clid not initially removc the Catholic officials frortt their secr'rlur offices in

Dieburg in order not to urpset or alarur the over 997o Rontan Cathtllic poptrlation

of sortte I 800 in thc 408 hotrses of the towu in 1803, the hundrvriting was ou the

walI. Although ttre previous rcgime hacl enjoycd alrsolute rtrle ovcr its sttLrjects,

the town's pcople had not been hinclercd in their religious processions- Norv
thcy had to-apply fttr permits for such gartltetings rvhich were oftcu denied and

helcl despitc this. Over a huttdred yeilrs latcr, dtrring the National St-rcialist

terror, the town's Catht:lics wcl'c subjected to siurilar harassment agair:st the

exercise of thcir rcligion rvhic'.h they also resisted. Dieburgcrs claittt that thc

town representecl a black tnark on the map for the Nazis and thut several

inctividuals front Dieburg wcrc cxccttted in thc Lftcrurath of Graf Schcnk von

Sttrufferrt:erg's Hitler assassination in ruid 1944. T1icre is an Annc

Frank School there and ttrc history attd fate of thc towtt's stnirlJ Je,wish

population is ol'intcrcst there. More so thau in the other towns I knorv in

Germany.

At the Statc Archive at Darmstadt (Staatsarchiv) I found and tlte original clturclt

document conceruing the tttarriage, and its legality, of Antlreas, 23 years of age,

notcd here a.s a shoe rnaket, being the son of Adaur Wunderlich, citizen
(Burger) ancl farnrer (Ackermann) in Dieburg, and of Maria Antta, (thc nattre on

this document was not in the right order - othcr doctttttent.s shou'her as Annir

Maria) born Mieth or Mueth (morc on this later), with Elisabetha Schutnautr, 2l
years of age, and clarughtcr of Ceorg Schumann,citizen and bakcr in Diet>urg,

ancl Margarctha Schumann, born Lohrunt. Tlris docttt:rent is called a

Kopulations Protokoll. I believe it was signed just altcr thc churclt cerentolly as

the clocurnent inclicates they wclc married in a Catholic servicc prior to its
drafting or at le:ast its signing. The name of Adirm Wunclcrlich's rvifc is
transposcd in this clocutncut. Hel llallle in all other docutnents that I vieu'ed was

givetr as Anna Maria. I would like to note that although ureticttlotts rccords

were kcpt, tltey rvere not frcc from ttristakcs. The trtarriage doctturettt is dirtcd

Noverttbe r 22, 1830 and indicate.s that they were muriecl iu a church service.

Official wituesses to the docunrcut were a Nikolaus Sahm of Diebtrrg, wtto is
idcntified as being aZiegler (a Ziegel is either a brick, or n ceranric roofitrg tile,
ancl whethcr his hanclwork was in their nlanufactrrre or in thc truilding tradcs I
do not know) The second witness listed was Andreas Wtruderlich tlf Diebrrrg
who is listcd eitlter as a bakcr (this was ttre transcription lvhich was docr: in

Dartttstaclt, or as a 'Boten,' which is Frau Emslander's rcadittg. She tolcl rne that

that was sonle sort of public official and r:ray have bccu sollle sort of local

constatrle. I ant assuming that this witness may have bceu Adam Wunderlictt's
younger brother who was born tn 1792 ancl whose occupation is listc:d as baker
on his rnart'iage documents and on the birth docutrtents of his children'The
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document was drafted by Michael Jakttb, rvho was their prrrish pricst at St. Peter
and Paul. He died in 1835,

I also vicrved the birth documents of their first two chiltlren. The oldcsl wiis
Barbara, born April 4, l83l at 4:00 A.M. to Andreas and Elisabctha
Wundcrlich, ancl the oldest son, Pctcr Ferclinand, who rvas born Novenrlrcr 1(r,
1832 at B:00 P.M. flc seems to be known as Fcrdinand in the Unitccl State.s,Tu,cr
other c:hildren were born to the couple in Dieburg but did not .survive. The first
rvas Peter, whose dcath was registe.red as May I l, I 837 trt thc age of 1 year ancl
seven months, and Anna Maria, whose death was given as January 18, I838.
She rvas trvo monlhs and 15 day old at thc time of cleath. Aud I photocopied thc
cards concenring the emigraLion r.rf Andreas, a shocmaker, lvho enrigrirtcd
January 1832, and of Andreas Wunderlich II rvho ernigrated with family
Decembcl 1839. The death of an Anclreas Wunderlicl: was recorded at thc City
Archive (Stadtarchiv) in Bensheinr. He diccl in Town Warrcn, Winona County
Minncsota in 1893 and thc agc of 87 years. Therc is an ernigration card on a
Martin Wuntlcrlich, who is shown as a single rnan frorn Lh'berach, a srnall toin'rr
a vcry ferv ntiles north and sightly west of Dicburg frorn which our ancestr-rrs
presumably camc to Eppertshausen arouncl 1790. He cmigrated Febrirar,r, 18.16
and Adam Wunderlich II of Dicburg who emigratcd February 1847 . A note on
emigration dates on thcse cards, I do not know if these are thc dates of actual
ernigration of of application or evell the approval. I now believe this Adam
Wunderlich to bc Andreas' father because of a document I have reletrsing Pctcr
Wunderlich II from having to perforrn compulsery nrilitary scrvice if he
emigrates rvith his fathcr Adam Wunclerlit:h I. Tl:cre is no ernigraliou card orr
Peter. Nurnhcrs following names werc crnployed in sccular docuruents [<-r

distingui.sh individuals with thc same first and lust names from onc another.
Frau Eurslancler told me that the older individual should travc thc lower numtrcrr.

At tlre city archive Frau Emslander found an article rvhich which she photo
copied for nre writtcn by Frieder Boss surunerizing docurnents cortcc,rning the
mass emigration from Dicburg in 1846, (Dic Dieburger Massenauswrrndcrung
1846). Iu Dicburg's city irrchivc there is a volur:rc A 655 (Aktcnband) rvlrich
conccrns a large group of Dieburg residcnts who ernigratccl together ot city
expense the suurmer of 1846. In May 1846, ir group of residents rerluested
financial support from city coffers in ordel to enrigrate: to the United States. A
rcgistry of 54 individuals and heads of householtls wishing to errrigrare ro thc
United Statcs was compiled by the court (Landgericht)at [Gross-] L]r:rstadr, a
court which I believe correspoltils rvith our supcrior courl. This Iist corresponds
idcntically with thc infonnation in thc enrigration index (Ausrvandererkartei) at
thc state archivc.in Darnrstadt. Thcro iu'e no Wunclerlichs on this list, lrou,cvel
Petcr Wunderlich II also belonged to this group that wanted [c; emigrirte. He was
directecl by the government on September 3, 1846 (a landraetliche Verftrcgung)
that he had first to turn to the court at Uurstrrdt. I have a copy of a docunrcnt
dated March 1847 which concerns thc emigrution of Adarn Wunderlictr, and
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relcases lris son Peter frour the obligation of doing rnilitary service if hc
enrigrates with his father. Of the group 39 farrrilics and single inclividuals
emigrated with financial suppot't of the cornr:runity (Cemcincle). The othr,r
fifteen individuals ancl families ernigrated at thcir own expense. Included
among them was a Jakob Lohrunr, public house proprietor (Gastwirt). I anr
mentioning hinr here only because he has thc nanre Lohrum lvhich was thc
maiden nalnc of Andreas' wife's nrother. Tlre Lohrum farnily first carrie to
Dicburg fronr Kosthcim in 1699,(a town rvhich was part of Nlainz until the end
of World War II and which lies on the north sidc of rhe Main Rivcr ancl the east
side of the Rhine Rivcr, at the point rvhcrc the Main flo:vqjnto the.Rhine.
(kn<:wn locally as the N{ainspitz). Today the town is officially named Mainz-
Kostheim\.

Among the group being supportcd financially to emigrate was Anna lvlaria
Mieth who rvas nrarricd to Heinrich Facth. I arn rnentioniug hcr only becausc
she carrics the saflle maiclen uAlnc as Adam's wifc, not ber:anse I ar:r aware o[
an1, dit""t relatirxship between them. They were accotupalliecl by their four
chiltlrcn who were betwecn thc ages of one and thirteen. Heinrich rvas a farm
laborer. The Mieth family originally carne to Dicburg fronr the Odcrnwald (a
ntountrtin rcgion beginning just south of Dieburg anrl extending into thc
Hcidelberg area). Thc first Mieth in f)ieburg was a Hans l{icth in 1508, Today
the nar:rc is normally spelled Mucth (the e in thc naltle is spelletl in Gennan
with two dots over the i, which trvo dots resenrble a horizontal colon that is
known as an Umiaut. By the way, thc town of Mucnster (1 mile frorn Dieburg)
is also spelled with an Umlaut instead of the first e. Adanr's wife's nanre is
spelled both rvays, ie. ie antl u+ Umlaut in various docurnents. This is prob;rbly
due to dialect. I suspect, but don't rluote tne on this, that the narne was spelled
by a given individual by the rvay he pronounced it. Ir is possible that a single
individual would have spclled it one tirne onc way, and anothcl time anothcr.
The loctrl peoplc would not have lreeu confused, Thc following is a litcrrury
examplc of a sinrilar deviation iu spelling. For those of you not intcrested in this
literary triviir skip now to the next piuagraph. Ttre author Jean Paul (Richte.r)
wa.s boru in Wunsiedel, in thc Ficlrtelgebirgc, (that Wunderlich stronghold), and
grcw up near tlof/Saale, in Bavarian Vogtland (ther Vogtland, in Saxonny and
Bavaria, is the Wunderlich stronghold). Iu his Leben des Quintus Fixlein Jean
Paul uses jttst such a confusion of spclling and prouunciation in his unique
brand of literary humor. Fixlein, becirnsc of the fact thut hc is rnistaken tirr a
certain Fucchslcin gains a very favorable church office, that is parish priest. In
Jean Paul's Upper Franconian dialect b<lth narnes woulcl be pronouncccl
identically, as Mueth and Micth possitlly were in the Fraucoirian clialc-ct of the
Dieburg area (Main or Rhiue? Frankish), uucl by rvay of this for him very
fortunate nristake, he is appointcd the Luttreran parish pricst trecarrse his narne,
Fixlcin, is nristaken for the intended recipient o[ thc office, Fucchslein. Thcre is
no mentiou of Fuechslein's reaction to losir:g the appointurcrrt clue to this
ricliculous ruistake. A side note here just for the linguistically iutrigued, othcrs
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can skip directly to the next paragraph - the prontrnciation difference Iic:s in
whether the tense high front vowel sound is prononnced u,ith roundccl or rvith
unrounded lips. Mieth is pronounced likc 'rneet' and a proper pronunciation of
Mucth can be approxinrated by first saying nreet and taking into account tlre
tension that vowel has and then roundir:g the lips to say l]lew t'rut witht'rut
placing any glide iir the vowel sound, and nraiutaining thc tcnsion of thc vowel
in meet. Wren wunderlich is pronounccd without lip rounding in Gerrnau it
becontes wir:derlich. Up until the late midclle ages ttrat is the end o[ the Midcllc-
High Gerrnan period, the 1400's, the word u,untlerlich was often pronounced
with an Umlaut and thcrefore often spellccl rvuendcrlich. The strr)ss is the salltc
as in English. that is the stress is on the first syllable.

Back to the main point, the familics and individuals ernigratirrg bclonged to a
conttnunity of some 2500 people in Dicburg. Poverty was then (sincc the
beginning of the 19th century) widespread in Ccnnany and in Dieburg, Thc
community paid thc expenses of emigration of thosc who were impoverished or
irbout to be in order to spare the expensc of financially supporting tltem in
Dieburg. This was in fashion in Gcrmany at that time. At leirst in the western
part. They were provitled with what was thought to bc the necessary equipurertt
and supplics iuclucling clothing, ancl footwear. Sorne ernigrants rcceivecl only
matcrial for nraklrrg clothes because thcy rvanted to serv the clothing
the.rnselves. Money was also provided to covcr the expenses nccded to help
bridge the transition into life in thc nerv hornelancl. Whether or not the support
was sufficient to providc for transition into their new lives I can't say. Thc
documents indicate that was the intention, howcvcr it was in reality.

There was a listing by a certain Colin, the accountant for the bank, of twelve
dehtors who enrigrated without pnying thcir inclebtedncss. These ernigrants
were not supported by the city and paid their own expense.s. Petcr Wunclerlich II
is listcd arnong theur. Frau Ernslarrder has nou, inforrnccl ure that stte has a

document for me rvhich shows that he owed the bank (Sparkasse) 75 gtrldcn.
Embarcation fronr Cemsheirn for Antwerp was planned for Septcn:ber 2, 1846.
The transport to Gernsheim rvas provicled by drivers fronr Dicburg including
Johrnncs Lohmm I, Cabriel Klein, and Adaur Wunclcrlich l. The othcr driver.s
arc also listed. The emigrants and thcir baggagc \r'ere dividcil between the
drivers for transport. Busincssruar)n Georg Gandenbergcr of Darmslaclt rvas
responsible for the large party and to see it through to the ir boarcling of the ship
for Ncrv York. Upou his return on Scptember 7th, he reportecl to Mayor
Johannes Weber that hc had had sorne difficulties, particularly with Jolrirr:n
Anton Steckenreuther, whorn he wantcd to expel frorn the part1, in Cologn.
Other urembers intervened and Steckcnreutlrer subsequently belraved 'like a

lamb.' On Septernber 4th, a child of Joseph Deutcr clied in Ncuu,ied ( near
Koblenz) which caused a lot of work and rnuch expcuse for Candentlergcr
according to his account .Thc rnother of an Sebrrstian Appel dicl not rvant to
board .ship in Antwcrp becau.se she rvantecl her son (at that tirne sirtir:g in prison
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in Rockcuberg) with hcr. On Septembcr 27th Candenberger infomrecl i\4ayor
Weber by lcttcr of the possibility for Valentin Appel to travel from Ccmsheinr
on October 2nd tntl depart with a group of emigrants for New Orleans on
October 3rd. The group bound for New York departcd on Septenrber 26th, In
this lctter he notes that it is good our people havc departed as thc sea harbors
are full (of cmigrants) and thcre are no longcr any ships lcft. He furthcr
informed the mayor that on the previous day his group (not frour Dieburg) hir<J
bee.tt refuscd Iodging in Cernsheim (on thc cast bank of thc Rlrine near
Nierstcin and being duc west of Dirnustadt and south of lr{ainz) bccause they
were making a lot of noise. Gcrnsheirn is undoubtedly whcre ttre Wundcrlichs
from Dieburg boarded the Rhine ships. There wore ruany batl rumors fronr
Amcrica, and that it is to be expected that rnany bird lctters fronr Amurica will
come bccause there are said to be rr)ore thun 80,000 .souls, who have all arrivecl
in America, who have nothing, and who are not to be allou,ed into the
country.In this letter he tlcclared that he rvould not prclvitlc transportirtion for
any more poor people because the captuins do nol undcr any circulnstiluces
want any morc such as these as most of ttre pe<lple in tlre hartrors are poor anct
the captains would rather sail empty,

Despite thc described difficultics, Gandenbergcr undertook thc transport of
Valentin Appel. Llpon his release from prison on Scptcmber 26L1t, hc was to
directly rnake his way to Dicburg by a designated rnarch routc througlr
Fricdberg, Frankfurt, and Offenbach, and once there to report tt> the police.
Apparently he arrived in Dieburg after Octobcr 2nd, and tvas not able to avail
himself of Gandenbcrgers suggested dcparture time. According ttt thc
transportation contract of October 9th, Appel was to arrivc in Gernsheim on
October 12th in order to take the stcaur ship ttl Autrverp on Octohcr l3th at 8:00
a.m. The departure from Antwerp for New York wa.s schcdulecl for Octotrer
15th. The Dicbulg mass emigration of 1846 cost the city I0,668 Gulden and
3l.25 Kreuzer. According to an accounting by Gandenbcrger dated Septcurber
l9tlt,l846, hc uansported 94 persons above the age of tu,elve (at a cost of 7l
Guldcn each), fifty people between the age of one and twelve years (at a cost of
50 Gutden), as well as three infants whose [ransportation was fice. Countir:g
Sehastian Appel who eurigrated later, a total of 148 rcsiclents left thcir horne.
The account ccrtainly shows that the town had enough say over this prisouer
held iu another jurisdiction to get him rclcased frrr thc purpose of eurigratit-rn.

The terms of the contract betrveen Dieburg and Georg Gandenl>erger includecl
the following. l. That he obligatcs hinrself to tran.sport tr nurnl:er of Er:rigrants
from Dieburg to New York in North Amcrica, ancl that their nunrbcr lie.s
between 100 and 150. That these are to bc fed betrvcen Gernshcir:r and Ncw
York. 2.Small eating ancl drinking utensils are to bc suppliecl by the ernigrants
themselves as well as the necessary straw sacks rvith storage strarv for tlre sca
ships. 3. Neccssary rnoney nccded in Nortlr America for their acc:eptarrce is
included in the fare, 4. This set thc price per individual a.s I have s[own above.
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5. Item concerned payment tcnns of thc contract. 6. A claurse which stipulatetl
that if the number of emigrants was fewer than agreecl Canclentrrrl.get. cirultl not
receive compensation as a result. 7. Stipulates tlre tiure frarnc: for enrharcation
front Ccrnsheinr. 8. The sea voyagc will be fronr eithcr Rotterclam or Antw,crp
on solid, coppered, three- mast ships. 9. Stipulirtcs that the ucccssary baggage
be allowed on br-rth the Rhine anil sea ships as well as tlte translEr of the
baggagc fronr one ship to another. 10. Neither the transport of the emigrants on
the Rhine or upon the sea shall be delaycd. That thc cxpense ofncccssary
lodging and feeding of the ernigrants in ports ulong the Rhinc ol' sea p,>its be
carried hy Candenberger and is included iu ttre price shou,n in iteur 4. I I,
Gandcberger agrees to accornpany thc entire transport fronr Ccnrsheim tt_r

boarding of the sca ships and to provide for the acceptirncc of the travclcrs on
the sca ships and not to demand any special puymenr for this. 12. Shoulcl this
contract not be fulfillerl by failure of Candenl:erger, r-easonable tlamages are to
be paid to Dieburg. A reasonable deposit is ro be paid uccordingly. 13. Rations
front Cernshcim until the departure of the sea ships is to be suppliect as follows
for each person of one year and ovcr each day: One and one half pouncts bre:ad,
one hirlf pound meat or wurst (think of everything Gernrans call wurst, silLlsage
being just one of them), and for the sum of trvo Kreuzcrs, butter or chccse,
cvenings a soup and vegetirble, trnd to each nralc a schnaps and a 'viertel
Schopper:' (I don't know rvhut cxactly is meunt here. I belicvc Schoppen rcfcrs
to a quarter of a quart or gallon of cither beer or wine, probably bccr, today a
'Schoppen' refcrs to .25 liters of wine. 14. Should onc or rnore tlf thc emigralrts
return between the boarding in Gernsheim ancl acceptirncc at'roarct the sea ship,
then only thosc costs sustained up to that tirne will be paid. Thc contract was
adoptcd by the nlayor and city council on August I7, 1846 and approved by the
county administr:ation on August 24th. It is not knou,n rvhe.ther all tlf thcse
individuals cmigrated of their own free will or whether as in thc case of
neighboring Gross-Zimnrern it rvas a case of deprlrting the 1>t'lvert;, str.icken o[
the community. (At the statc archive in Dururstadt, the Ausu,andererkartci
sornctirnes indicatcs that the indivictual or fanrily were deported (abgeschoben).
The individuals supported wel'e of coursc too poor to piry their way themselves,
It is obvious the city fathers were unxious to be rid of their poor. Ancl this wuy
they wcre ricl of them forever. I arn not so sure tlre city was anxiotrs to lose
residents who were not poor or dcpendent upon the city bccause they did not
pay for any but the poor.

I hopc that someone will look through the nricrofih:r recorcls of passenger lists
of ships arriving in New Orlcans prior to 1850 to see if they can idcurify our
ancestors and who and how nlany were along. Andrcas Wuncteriich sailect to
America the first time January 1932 according to state rccords at DumrstacJt. Hc,
must have been away a couple of ycars at most. He sailccl again with his family
December of 1839. On the second voyage his rvife, Elisabctha, ancl children,
Barbara, ancl Peter Fcrdinand would have bccn along. Thcle coutcl have been
others alt:ng as well. Adaur Wunderlich is listcd as having cmigrated Fcbmary
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of 1847. I would expect as a rninimuur his wifc Anna Mnria (if she werc still
alive), rtnd sons, Peter, Jacotr, Ferdinand Andreas, Martin, and dauglrtcr, Anna
Maria should have all treen along, and others perhaps as rvell. Ir{icrofilnr rercortls
of ship an:ivals to New Orleans wcre rnade try:

Louisiana Division
New Orleans Public Library
219 Loyola Ave
New Orleans, LA 701 12

tel. (504) 596-2610
Thcse records rnay be vierved tl:crc or borrttu,cd

for a small fee fionr:

American Geneological Lending Litrrary
P.O, Box 244, Dept M
Bountiful, UT 84010

tel. (801) 298-5398
I understand arrangelltcnts nra1,be rnridu through lociil

libraries tlrroughout the U.S. The nricrofilnr rolls ilr qr.rcstion al'e:

M334 nrost probable for suc:cess

M259 next most likely
M27Z
LN57

TIte ntost likely ports of debarcation arc Antu,erp irnd Rotterclirrn, I w'ould in
fact linrit rny search to these ports bec;rusc I Lrelieve if thul,are to be torrncl in
passetlgcrlists at all it will bc in these. TIre reason for exanrining tlie Iists is 1.

to deterniine lvhctlier Aclartr's wifc, Auna Marie u,as along, rrnd 2. to cxar'tly
detc-r'urine, if pr-rssihlc, whr--r rvtrs in the party. Passenger lists fronr Brerncn w'ere
iutentit-lnirlly destroyed during the i870's. It is highly unlikely they departed
from there however. It would have rerluired significant travc:l ovclland 'uvhcrc,as
departure frorr Autwcrp or Rt-rtterdiurr did not requrirc alU, after boarding r-rf tlre
Rhine ship.

I also learnecl that thcre was a @in l-)ieburg nart'cd
Wunclerlich. He is still living, but is said to bc very old iind is living in a care
facility. While Mrs. Emslander was so gcnerou.sly, ellcrgetically, arrd above all
enthusiirstically pulling out thc cntries concerning our farnily tre.e, the old
priest's sister droppcd by the parish office. She is rather slrort, (not unlike thc
typical Wunderlich's I hnow), ancl was fricndly. She asked about Lhc personality
characteristics of Wunderlichs from Dieburg in Amcrica. I am of course not atr
expert on that subject as I know so few, I stumbled out sotne kinrl of an.swcr,
She docs not know hcr faurily tree bcyond her great grandparents. While I rvas
at the cemctery in Eppertshausen (gravcs date only frorn this century) I talkecl to
a rvvoman whose n:other's ntaiclen name was Wunderlich. Irrau En:slarrcler I arn
surc will determine whether and how we are rclatecl tt: Frrru Ries of Dicburg if
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that can bc determined by the church books in Dicburg, trncl that is if she also
dcscends from our Johannes Peter Wunderlich. Frau Eurslanclcr has the lctter
from Robert f)ocrr that he mailed some months back to Albcrt Wundcdich
(which he subsequently gave to her) as she is Dieburg's best archivist. As hc
will see he desccnds from a younger sistcr of Andreas. lVp l,crejlolabfc_lo_

a con tion to the Wunderli in Suint Louis si ted
in, but we cstablish it relatedness and orrr liunil
Frau Ernslander says the WunrlcrIichs in D o rg arcr solicl citiZL:TIS

An intercsting sidenote . The patron saint of Dieburg is Saint Martin ,wlro is also
patron saint of thc Arch Diocesc of Mainz and it's cathcclral. The lirst name
Mieth or Mueth, means Martinus, that is Martin. If anyone hirs anything I <Ion't
have concerning the family trce I woulcl uppreciate rccciving a copy - for
instance a photo copy of Margarct Ry.an's book on our lhnrily geneology. (The
family lir:eage of Andleas's (Andrerv's) line was ryped by her larher Wiiliam
Martin Wurrdcrlich to whonr a great debt is orvecl as o[hcrs clicl not secrn to
leavc rvritten inforrrratioll on the family at their deaths.) I placecl it phone call tr-r

the Catholic parish trffice iu Eppertshausen (Pfarranrt), rurcl 'nvas given a phone
number of a man said to enjoy going through the books. Although I reacl
German I cannot (at teast as of yet) read thc olcl German handu'riting (Dcutsche
Schrift), I hopc to receive inforrr:ation out of thc church books concerrring pcter
Wunderlich and his wife froln this man within a fcrv weeks but havc not hearecl
from him yet. Beftrre 1750 the parish (Eppcrtshausen) wirs part of the parish in
Muenster (next door to Dieburg), Thcse church borlks are in the lrch diocese's
archives in Mainz (I belicvc in the Kurfuerstliches Schloss, that is in the palace
of the former princc bishops).

A final note on thc illigitirnate bir(hs we found rccorded in ttre tlcarh books.
Uulike at least lrlost other births, no listing was macle in rhe birth books
conceming thenr. They wel'e listed as being born out of u,ccllock (unehclich)
and in the casc of these two births no father was narned although Frau
Ernslander insists it rvas not uncornmon to do so, Although the infant n:ortality
rate was high, it does seerTl unusuirl to rne that both illegitinrutc children dicd,
and that neither was listcd in the birth books. Perhaps the shirrue, (sucl: a birth
was considercd a disgrace) ancl thc conseqLlcnces of being c:onsiclered ir bastarcl
so great that the child was rnore or less intentionally put into Gotl's hairds. This
seen'ls to me to be a distir:st possibility, onc with possiblc tacit approval of
clcrgy. It doesu't matter one way or the other now, it just scclns to proviclc roorn
for speculation about thc prcssures and temptations of lifc then in the niu.l.ow
confines of Dicburg. I'd like to poinr out ttlat many legilimirte births lhcn were
conceived in anything but thc state of holy matrirnony. An<.lreas's and
Elizabetha's first child, Barbara wns born just tive nronths after their wedcling,
For all of the ways rvc have cllanged iu the last 165 years, basic hurnan
motivation hasn't changecl trt all.
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John Ryan Wundcrlich
Mainz t997

P.S. At the state archives in Durmstnclt I viewed nricrofilur of early court recorclsfor Eppertshauscn. I kept seeing thc narne of Johannes Wunclcrlicir (togettrcr
with the same group of narnes)-on thesc cour[ clocurnents. The earliest cJate I,venoticed is 1703. Thi.s ckrcurnent also has his signature. I rnlrile copies of the
docurrrcnts. Ttre latest cJiltc I founcl was l7Z3.iLe (along with the other ntrr:res
that reoccur) was a lay juclge (Schoeffe). Appareuily .n-r.., wcre decidcd
together by a group of these lay jrrclgcs lpeitrap, *ith a university trainecl jurist
doctor as main judge.) In any event he rcpreseirts the first Wuncter.tich I knorv
we descend froln to to be born in the 160-0's. There arc also loosc cncls I waut to
tie up conceming.the family tree's branches in Dieburg, I visited Epper.tshausen
(a villagc of roughly 1500 peoplc) and rnet a couplc oiolcler pet>plc rhere irr the
cemctery. Although the gravcs are new I founcl tlie grave of a pcrcr Wunclcrlich
1901-1989 who according to his sccond cousiu (the womau I rnentioncd abttve.

!_!c w.{ted up while I was talking to anoilrer man) had owned thc local nurscry.
His wifc's natne was Katharina Sahur lgOS-1954. you might recall thut a
Nikolaus Sahm signed his narne as witness to the marriage doc,ument of
Andrcas and Elizabctha (Schumann) Wunclerlich. I lrave-not yet been to
Urberach. Also note that what I thought was the personal sigirature of Johannes
Wundcrlich of Eppcrtshausen in 1703 cloe.s not oir furtlrenir" careful
evaluation appear to bc his signature. I uow have to wait for al. least six weeks
to cxamine the books for Urbcrach.
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Background and Pronunciation of wunderlich

Some information of gcneral iuterest to 'Wunderlichs.' The naure is dcscriptivc
of pcrsonal pcrsonality and err:otionll chartrcteristics ( characteristics tran.slittcs
thc Geruran pltrral forrn Eigenschaftcn). It is classitied as bcing originally irn
'Ubcrname,' which literally translates over-naule, which is sort of i nickirar:re
except that one is nornrally con.scious that a nickname is not the real name. In
thc case of an Ubernaure the niclaralne more or less replaces the given nanlc,
The worcl 'wunderlich' is the oldest suffix dcrivativc of the word 'wundcr' -
'wonder' in English. The word cornes fronr out of the Germanic and Indo-
Europcan past and has forurs iu other Gerrnanic languagcs besides Ccman, i.e.
Danish, Norwcgian, Swcdish, Icelandic, and Dutch, etc. It was prcsent in
English until towartls the end of the Midclle English period during which the
name changecl first in pronunciation ancl finally spelling. Chaucer's usc - one of
the last, if not the last in English literature - has thc spelling 'wondedy.' Thc
lettcr u ha.s changed to an o ancl the ch has been silenced. The y of course
corresponds to the i. In the ,spelling of modcm English the gh in rvords like
night, uright, and McGlaughlin corresponds to the ch in wundcrlich. The ch
sound of Ceruran which was the gh sound of Euglish is no longer part of
English and is vcry difficult frrr English speakers to articulate. That sound was
dropped from English causing the gh sound in words tike night ar:d fight to be
silenced. English spcakers norrnally pronounce the ch a.s a 'k' sound or as a
'tch' sound. Thc proper way to pronounce the sound in Ceunan sintply statecl, is
to 'vibratc the x stlr.tml,' that is the soft tissue in thc rear of the rnouth at the
point we articulatc an x. To coltlc to an approxirnate correct pronnnciatitln of
the name say 'Voondedcex(k) rvithout the trace o[ an an 's' sound. Think of tlris
sound as close to a soft 'k' sound. The 'u' is pronounced likc 'who' and thc:

'der' is pronounced siurilar to rvhat a Bostonian would say (tlrink pahk the ceh)
otherwise the dcr is pronounccd as in the English 'air'. Thc 'i' is pronounccd
between our short 'i' and long 'e' sound cxcept thatt thc duration short. The
'wun' has approxinrately the same duration as in English. If you can follorv the
tips I have givcn you rr)ay coulc close to a reasonable approxirnation of thc fur
native speakers of English ncarly inrptlssiblc Gennan pronunciation of our
family name.

Meanings of wunderlich

Four of the rnos[ certuuorl worcls used in Cennan to de.scribe the people whotn
the nanre describcs are as foltows: sortderbar, reizbilr, launisch, and neugierig.
These words translate in turn as strange, excitable or irritable, moody, ancl

curious in the sense of being inquisitive or perhaps nosy. Thc narne could hirve
been posstbly used for people conspicnous iu thcir behavior antl attitude. If the
narue was applied by others in a pejorative sense, they could have been
consiclered sonrewhat ill-tenr1:cred, stubbonr, difficult, nq)$/r etc. Goethc's usc
of the word to negittlvely describe fricnds trnd hangcrs-on of the Prirrce who
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shelters him after his hurniliation and subsequent withclrawal frour official
govcrnment servicc for being pre.sent at a social gathering of local nobility
where as a c()mmoner hc unkrrttwingly was un*elcome in the Suffering of
Young Werther. llowever he does use it in its postive fnr,r, ut ,r*ious tinres in
his writing.When wunderlich is used rls an adjective in relation to peoplc it
sometimcs irnplies forgetfulnes.s, in old people senility. Thcir are po.siiive
meanings for 'wunderliclr,' btrt if these other rneanings arc less co-nrrnon, thcy
are however, possibly or morc likely, probably more .significant to tlre
understanding of what 'Wuuderlich' rueant to people who conferred the name
or carried it. The for,rr descriptive Cerrnan words I used earlicr corne from the
most usual nreaning in Middle High Cennan (1050 AD - 1450 AD) and has
rnaintained thcse dominate if not cxclusive meaning in Modern High Geruran.
One must go back to Old High German (7.50 AD - 1050 AD) to fincl a
dominantly positive word in the scllse of wondrous, n:iraculous, wonclerful, ancl
astonishing. The Latin nickname used by tho.se named Wundcrlich convcys
only these positive connotations. This is also by the way the positive ureaning
the word maintaincd in English hefore dropping fr:rcver out of thc language.
Hcrmann Hesse's use of rvunderlich to describe Coldrnund's highly positivc
description of Nrrrcissus in Nar.ci.ssus and Soklluund carn ouly be interpretecl by
these positive rneanings. Bear in mind many words change their meanings over
time. The English word 'gift' exists in Ccmran rvhcrc it still meant 'present' in
Middle High Gernran. Totlay 'Ci[t' mear)s pt'rison in Gerrlan. We are familiar
with this phenomenon in slang rvhere bad sometirnes mcans good, or a worcl is
commonly understtlod to be construed ironicirlly.

Wunderlich as a Name, and Mirus the Latin Nickname for

Wunderlichs

Many Ceruran ftrnrilies wcre saddled with sonrewhat ucgative nan)es which rnay
or rllay not have been desc.riptivc of a reality. Wunderlich may or rnay not havc
been saddled with such negative counotation. Il. is harcl to irnagine pcople
willingly acccptecl nan)es which ltlean short, little, or thic-k. But they carried
thcm. Names such irs Kurz, Klein, and Dick fall into this catagory. And even iu
English a last nalt)e such as Strange is anything but unusual. And it is oftcn
harder to shcd a nickname than it is to acquire onc. The origins of thc. farnily
name was as a sort of nicknarne to distinguish one individual frour other
individuals with his first and usually only r)ame. It is quite po.ssiblc tl:at some
individuals for.rnd it casier to adopt a negatively charged nanre as their own,
rathcr than struggle against it, and thus shorv good humor, thereby disproving
the somcwhat negative associations a word might convey. The rvord - though
not the family naule - is normally considered mildly negative. A farr:ed Swiss
educator of the eaily 1800's, Pestaloz'ti,had Wunderlich as a true nicknanre,
then he alrcady had a first and last name, aud did not use it in any way othcr
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than as a nickname. Wlren the first individuals acquired this nalne as an adclition
to their given narue tlrey lrad no last narne. It is byall means possible that w,hen
these individuals first acquircd the name Wundeilich, the older positive
meanings may have beeu just \\,hat wa.s mcant. For thosc of you who wish to
subscribe to this point of view you are not alone - I havc ,".n U,i, possibility
mentioned in a scholarly book conceured with the history of Cerrnin famity
names. It is also possible that thc peoplc using the worcl to narne thcmselvcis ancl
others mcant both the positive and negative connotirtions at thc sanle time. I do
not rvish to exclude this degree of complcxity frour orrr anccstors. For those of
you who have ltlng wished for a Latin nicknamc for ,Wunclerlich, we trave tl:at
too! Mims was derived by Germans as a Latin substitute for thc llatr)e
Wunderlich. I am not making this up! When you 'look up' Minrs in a tairly
complete book concerncd with Cerman names as are found in Ccrman
university librtrries such as thc one I uss in Mainz, and perhaps in Arnerican
university libraries a.s wcll, the narnc Wunderlich appearu nnd clescribcs Mirus
as deriving from Wunderlich. Mirus can also be fcrund in Latin tlictionarics.
Mirus does not convey any negative connotation to my knowleclge.

Early Reference to 'wunderlich's'

And finally thc fLst nlention of 'wunderlich' as a dcscription fcrr individuirls
appears in the late l3th century in Braunschwcig, (Bmnswick). It was a
Hcinrich of $oble blood iud was only a nicklame. Thc rlalne Wundcrlich is not
of nobitity. The earliest mcntion that rnay cot)cern us coltcern.s 'die wunderliche
Gebruder, Hernrann and Wielnnt, irr Frankfurt aru Main in 1369. Die
wunderliche CebrUder translatcs as the wundcrlich brothers (wunderlich is used
as an adjcctive to nrodify Gebrtider. Thc rvord 'wundcrlich' is ir de,scriptive
adjective written with no capital lctters. F<lr those who wondcr where the
highest per capita concentration of people with the last narne residc, it is in an
area of Germany straddling both sides of ttre southeastent nlost border of the
forrner East Gennany antl Northeastern Bavaria in the district of Upper
Franconia to the northeast of Bayreuth. A portion of this area is known as the
Vogtland. Thc towns in Bavariil, that is in Uppcr Franconia (Oberfranken),
whcre Wunderlic'h is as colnlllon as Schmidt or Wolf are roughly in the alea of
Hof, Marktredrvitz, Selb, and the Fichtelgebirge (Spruce Mountains) rvith the
towns of Wunsiedel, Brand, Gold Kronach. etc. In Saxony, the town.s of Plauen,
Reictrenbach, and the range of rlouutains on the eastcrn side (Vtlgtlaud) are
known for the high concentratiou of Wunderlichs. Back in thc carly 1930'.s a
survey rvas taken of thc roughly 450,000 rcsidents of that portion of Vogtland
in Saxony - Wunderlich rvas anlong the 6 most cornmon frunily names in that
area. Out of a total of approxinrately 12,000 farnily names in that area.
approximately 950 individuals possessed the last narle. Asch, the town of the
old Austrian Empire lies just tr; thc southea.st of Hof/Saale just inside the Czech
Republic near thc l:orcler with Bavaria and the forruer East Cennany- A co-
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worker of minc herc in the Mainz- Wiesbaclen iu.ca has a firther r,vho was bonr irr
Asch. He recently told mc of the heavy concentraticln of Wunderlichs in the
castern part of Upper Franconia. I knew this, horvcver frorn nry rnilitary servir:e
when I was often in the arca working as a surveyor in U.S. Army unifomr with
name tag. In Gold Kronach, back in thc bittcr winrer of 1977 -jg-, instcacl of
roughing iu the rvoods the whole tirnc , rve walkecl into town and a Casthaus to
warm up and have a watrn rneal. The local farrners at the table clicl r:ot have: to
get up early the next day as thcrc was over 3 fect of snou, on the grountl and stl
coaxed us into a beer drinking ganre that left us all with hangor*rs aud a pretty
miserable day of rvork the ncxt day. But tlrey wcre cluito pieaseil that I rvas
namcd Wundcrlich and repeatedly explainccl that 5 tarurjrs ir: the villirgc carriecl
my last name.

John Ryan Wunderlich

Mainz, 1991
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